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1 Define Colors and Patterns
With Display > Color / Visibility or this button

e

you can launch the Color Dialog.
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In this window you can define the color and visibility for each layer separately. Additionally, to
the colors, you can also define a pattern for each layer. With the patterns you have more
flexibility when coloring layers.
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In following example, the Top / Pin layer has associated a pattern:
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1.1 Visibility Pane

FlowCAD

The Visibility Pane allows you to easily activate or deactivate a layer in the canvas during
working. When selecting one of the little rectangles, the visibility can be modified. The black
square means the layer is invisible, the colored rectangle means that this layer is visible. The

color matches the settings which were

Visibility Pane as well as Color Dialog

made in the color window.

are organized in a matrix fashion. Switching on / off of

complete rows and coloums is possible.
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2 Color Views

Color views give the opportunity to change the display in the canvas easily. First of all, the color
views have to be created with the command View > Color View Save.

A new window appears. In the save view field, a name has to be specified for the view.
Different options can be set which are explained below. With the save command, a color view
file (example: color_viw_1) is created in the current working directory.

o .
MY Color Views — -

Save views color_view_1 | | |

View Replacement Method

(® Complete visibility update
O Partial update [changes only]
O Partial update using visibility toggle

|:| Preserve zoom level
|:| Preserve flip state

| Save | | Close | | Help

Complete Saves the current layer visibility settings to a color view file. When
you load the file later, it completely replaces the design's visibility
settings, analogous to how the film option to color views works.

Partial Allows a color view file to be created that stores only changes to
visibility settings. A partial color view does not replace all of a
design's visibility settings when loaded. It only replaces the items
you changed when you created the color view file.

For example, if you changed the color for all DRCs to visible, when
you loaded that color view file into a design, only the DRCs would
be affected, all changing to visible. All other visibility settings would
remain unchanged.

Partial with toggle Functions the same as the partial view replacement method
because the color view file only stores changes. However, settings
that you change toggle when you load the color view file.

Toggle means that if the visibility for a layer is on in a design, when
you load the color view file, it is turned off. If off, it is turned on.

TN a - WA A B Includes the zoom points of the current design with the color view.

Preserve flip state Includes the flip state of the current design with the color view.
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Create the desired views. Afterwards you can store all the *.color file on a network drive (ex.: in
the SITE environment <SITE>/settings/views). In the next step you can define the path in the
PCB Editor, where the color-views are saved. Under setup > User preferences > Paths >

Config > Viewpath add the path to the list.

o] "
By User Preferences Editor

- =
r Categories r Category: Config
& My_favaorites Preference Value Effective Favorite
» O Display prieditpath |I| Restart ]
» £ Drawing scriptpath III Command O
» O bre textpath III Command |:|
» £ File_management ! —
tilepath Command |:|
» 1 Ic_packaging
» 0 Interactive icwpail n U
b BB Interfaces wizard_template_path CIle to O
£3 Logic xtalk_table_path |I| set path O
» 3 Manufacture
3 Misc
3 obsolete .
£ os viewpath ltems >
¥ 23 Paths
— W
. W v
o Directories: ‘} m
] Library
8 mam D:/Projekte/SITE_174/pcb/jviews
23 signoise -
» 31 Placement
» 1 Route
Expand to see Expand oK | | Cancel
complete path
definition
Color view can be selected in Visibility Pane:
Options Find Visibility
Visibility - & X
Globalvisibility | on || off || Last |
Wiew v
Layer S1ACkUD | .eecsssssmsserensnnnes
File: color_view_1
Laver Film: BOTTOM
@ Conductorg Film: GND1
Film: GND2
Planes | Fiim: 11
Masks Film: 12
— | Film: POW1
Film: POW2
AllL
b Film: TOP
Coverlay Top Film: past top org —
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2.1
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Color View: Partial with Toggle

This chapter describes the Partial with toggle view more detailed. Imagine you've defined test
points on your board. Then you desire that the TP layer can be toggled with a color view
function. Here’s the description how to create such a view:
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Open the view > Color view window

In the Save view field open the directory where you stored all the other *.color files
Enter a name in the filename label, for example: TP_Toggle

Chose the Option Partial with toggle option

Open the color / visibility dialog

Enable the Probe_Bottom and Probe_Top class in the Manufacturing folder.
Close the color / visibility dialog

Select Save in the Color Views window and close the window afterwards

In the visibility window you can now select the TP_Toggle view, which makes the TP visible
or invisible on the active canvas

B Color Views - x

Save view: |TP_ToggIe | | |

View Replacement Method

(O Complete visibility update
Partial update (changes onl
@ Partial update using visibility toggle

|:| Preserve zoom level
[J Preserve flip state

o oo ] TSN

Change layer visibility

B Color Dialog — ] X

Layers | Mets Display Favorites  Visibility Pane
[] Hide unused layers Filter layers: l:l Global visibility: | on | | Off || Last

P Stack-Up Mrg
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P Geometry Past_Top O
» Components Phatoplot_Outline L]
Probe_Bottom
Drawing format Probe_Top I
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Available colors: |:| Highlight unused colors Selected: Available patterns:
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| 0K | | Cancel | | Apply | | Reset
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3 Export / Import Color Settings

It is also possible to export or import the color settings. So, you can easily reuse your
predefined color settings. In the Export > Parameters dialog you can chose, which settings you
want to export.

Allegre PCB Designer: FlowCAD_final_flex_embed_8 DFM.brd Projec

-
Fi Edit View Add Display Setup Shape Logic
B new.. Ctrl=N o . C . )’ x A
<
Open Ctri+=0
Open Projedt... - F X i g
B save Ctrl+s v
Save As.. - .
& Export Allegro Parameters — *
Update Layout...
Update Schematic...
p e Output File Name: | | III
Import »
Viewlog... Hetlist w/Properties... ] £ Design Setting
File Viewer... IPF... |:| £ Artwork
orl
Plot Setup...
2 12 |:| =] Color Layer
Plot Preview... IDF...
= £3 color Palette
Plot... IDX...
- £ Color Met
Capture Canvas Image.., Symbol Spreadsheet... £ Color C )
olor Componen
Properties... POF...
Ch E |:| 3 cColor Profile
ange Editor... STEP...
[ £3 Text Size
Script... outer...
8 M @8 Annlication or Command Parameters
=i ¥ sub-Orawing [ seecan | [ clearan |
Exit Techfile...
= | Export | | Close | | Viewlog... | | Help
Libraries...

Color Layer Priority in which layers are drawn

Color Palette Color parameters and color table

Color Net Net custom color and states. When a file containing net color, data
is imported into any design, only the nets that exist in that design
are read; the rest are ignored. Net color assignments are not
overwritten, but rather incremented. To completely replace net
color assignments, click Clear All Nets in the Nets section of the
Color dialog box before importing a file containing net color data.
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